Titus Oates
Popery, he was quite ready to garnish what he did know
with lies to tickle the palate of the groundlings.
But for this insolent, thrasonical liar, with his knowledge
of the enemy's designs, picked up in the gossip of the
seminaries, his anabaptist hatred of their religion, and his
determination to let slip the dogs of war before the plotters
had captured the citadel, it seems more than likely that
Charles and his brother, with the money of Louis XIV.
and the generalship of 'the Jesuits, would have had time to
complete their plans of establishing the Catholic religion
in England.
Doubtless this would have merely hastened the Revolu-
tion and driven out the Stuarts earlier; but the point we are
interested in, in seeking to account for the Bloody Assize
and its horrors, is that the persecutions and trials of the
Catholic suspects were started by an anabaptist rascal, that
his call to arms against Rome found an echo in what orators
call " the great heart of the people," and that for many
months this strange creature was hailed as the Saviour of the
People, and had Lords and Priests, grave Councillors and
Judges on the Bench, treating him as a prophet inspired
with a message from above.
Although the whole of the story of the Bloody Assize is
founded on theological controversy and religious hatred,
it is difficult to understand to-day how any sane being,
by any exercise of faith or credulity, could conceive of
Providence working its will through such vice-regents as
Titus Oates, Charles II., Louis XIV., the Duke of York, or
the Jesuits. But you cannot appreciate the position of Titus
Oates without trying to realize the strong enthusiasm that
he aroused among thousands of men and women of simple
faith. In the same way the devoted and dangerous missions
of the Jesuit priests in England evoked much admiration
among the more enthusiastic Catholics, and though treason-
able to their country, their mission was undertaken from
higher motives than those that inspired Oates.
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